
EPPING VIEWS 
KINDERGARTEN NEWSLETTER 

With Term 2 coming to an end it has been  another busy and productive time at Epping 

Views Kindergarten.  
 

We have had large numbers of children away who have been unwell. Please remember to 

give us a phone call to let us know if your child is going to be away. 
 

Last week our kinder welcomed our first office person – Renee to our team. Renee will be 

working Wednesday and Thursdays so please say hello and make her feel welcome. 
 

Thank you to all of our parents who have organised and sent in a copy of their working with 

children cards to start being a parent helper so that they can come in and join us in our 

rooms.  It is fantastic opportunity to spend time with us in our session. 
 

Early next term we have our kinder photos scheduled in. Please see dates for when your 

child will be having their photos taken. Once photos are ready we will arrange a photo view-

ing session so you can place an order. 
 

Next term we will be offering interviews for our 4 year old families to speak individually to 

their child’s teacher about how they are progressing and to ask any questions they may have 

about the second half of the kinder year.  It is an opportunity to have a one on one parent 

teacher interview and discuss what goals we are all aiming for and ensuring that they are 

achievable for each child. There will be further information coming out about this so keep 

checking your hang pockets. Also if you have a child in our three year old program and you 

would like to make an appointment please contact your child’s teacher for a suitable time. 
 

Kinder finishes Friday 28th June for Term 2 and we will have our two weeks holidays and 

we will return on Monday 15th July. Enjoy your break and stay safe and we will see you all 

back next term. 

Term Dates 2019 

 

30th Jan - 5th Apr  

23rd Apr - 28th June  

15th July - 20th Sept  

7th Oct - 20th Dec  

  

We have children who are at 

high risk of Anaphylaxis. 

We ask that you do not send 

nuts or nut products in with 

your child. 

                               Te r m 2  June  2019  

 

15 Lyndarum Drive 

Epping, Vic, 3076 

Phone: 8405 3227 

 

Diary Dates 

 27th June – Bush Kinder—4’s—Cultural Infusion Session 

 28th June – Last day of Term 2 

 15th July – First day of Term 3 

 15th - 19th July—NAIDOC WEEK 

 16
th

 July – Holly’s Backyard Bees  - 4’s 

 18th July—PJ Day—Breakfast 

 19th July—PJ Day—Breakfast 

 23rd July—26th July—Kinder Photos—3’s and 4’s 

 29th July - 2nd July - Parent Teacher Interviews—4’s 

 31st July—PJ Day—3’4 

 1st August—Tree Day—4’s 

 21st August - Book Week—Dress Up—3’s 

 23rd August - Book Week Dress Up—4’s 



What a busy and very exciting Term 2 the Echidna group have had.  We have been working very hard on our literacy skills 

by practising recognising our names and by writing our names using the correct pencil grip.  With numeracy we have been 

focussing on shape and colour recognition. 

The children have also been enjoying a range of different games such as Kings and Queens, Bug in the Rug, Duck, Duck 

Goose, Memory and many versions of Bingo – Number, Alphabet and Shape.  These games encourage turn taking skills, the 

ability to understand the winning and losing concept, verbal communication, listening skills , literacy and numeracy recogni-

tion. 

As part of our transport topic of exploration, the Echidna children were rewarded with a fire truck visit, which was a very 

exciting experience for all involved.  It was nice to see those children who are more reserved and quiet in nature, come out of 

their shell and thoroughly enjoy themselves as a result of their excitement by smiling, laughing, singing and waving their 

hands around.   

We also had a visit from the Melbourne Museum where the children got to learn about Dinosaurs, Palaeontologists and fos-

sils.  During our visit, the children got the opportunity to be hands on with replica life sized Tsintaosaurus skeleton parts and 

examine different kinds of fossils while using a magnifying glass.  We were quite impressed at the vast amount of knowledge 

our Echidna children knew about Dinosaurs and it was wonderful to see particular children thrive while enjoying this experi-

ence. 

As we all know winter time has come and it has been cold and raining however, we always take the opportunity to go outside 

for some fresh air and have a run.  Parents please make sure your child is dressed appropriately by providing them with a 

jacket and/or beanie. 

We have been working on independence skills this term, which includes teaching the children to be responsible for their be-

longings, being able to put their jackets/jumpers on and off, doing up zips and putting their shoes on and off.  Parents please 

assist us with this process by allowing your child to bring in their own bag, put their photo up, place their bag away in their 

locker and place their drink bottle on the trolley on their own. 
 

Some reminders: 

 Please be on time for each session to allow your child to complete their start of day process and participate in our first 

mat time. If you are late, it can disrupt your child’s kinder routine and the rest of the group’s concentration.  

 If you have any questions or would like to touch base about your child's progress at any time throughout this term 

please approach one of the Echidna team members.   
 

Jamie, Priti, Alan and Div  

 

 

    

Echidna News 

Page 2 EPPING VIEWS KINDERGARTEN NEWSLETTER 



Page 3 

Koala News 

Term Two is coming to an end and what a busy Term we have had.  

Some highlights have been the Fire Truck Visit with the children being able to go on a ride. We know they thoroughly en-

joyed it by the laughing and singing that was happening whilst on board. We hope you had a chance to see the videos on our 

Facebook page. With this visit we have begun talking about emergency services and the role they play in the community. We 

will be discussing what to do in an emergency and how to call ‘000’. It is important that as a family you too have these dis-

cussions at home and help you child remember their address. 

We have enjoyed exploring our local Bush Kinder site at Epping North Conservation Reserve. The children have been col-

lecting feathers, bird watching, finding bugs/insects, making campsites and creating nature art. Our last visit had the focus of 

learning about Indigenous Australians and their heritage, where we were able to look at pictures of tools they used, their 

houses and what food they would have collected from the bush. We will continue to learn about our Indigenous community 

and participate in more activities in the coming weeks and in Term Three where we celebrate NAIDOC week.  

We currently have a pre service teacher completing her second year placement with us for the next four weeks. Brooke has 

already formed some great relationships with the children and has already been a big help in the short amount of time she has 

been here, Brooke will be planning some fun activities with the children during her time with us.  

We have noticed some new interests within our group and one being ‘Under the Sea’ with lots of talk about fish and the very 

popular Sharks. Thanks to Storms family for bringing in a HUGE cardboard box, we are going to further our interests by 

creating a submarine and some under the sea activities. We hope to learn some fun facts about the different types of animals 

that are found in the ocean and we will use our Interactive TV to complete research on these. If you have any resources at 

home that might help us with our research feel free to share them with us at kinder. 

 

Some reminders:  

 Please ensure your children are carrying in their own belongings to kindergarten, it is an important part of their inde-

pendence and a skill we are practising for school.  

 At the beginning of Term Three parents will have the opportunity to be involved in parent teacher interviews with 

Casey. Please be on the lookout for this form to ensure you do not miss out on a time. During these interviews, we 

will discuss your child’s development and goals for Term Three.  

 

If you have any concerns please let us know. 

 

Casey, Div and Donna  

Have you liked our kindergarten Facebook? 

 

 

 

 
Jump onto Epping Views Kindergarten and follow our page to stay up to date 
with what is happening at kindergarten along with photos, videos and infor-
mation about our kindergarten program. 



Wow can you believe that we only have a few weeks left of Term Two! 

Over the last couple of weeks, we have looked at the topic of Transport and have started discussing the topic of Emergency 

Services. The children have been learning about the main three types of services that help us out in our local community which 

are Fire Fighters, Paramedics and Police Officers.  

We have been teaching the children the different roles that they play in an emergency and we will be moving onto teach the 

children what to do when there is an emergency and the important telephone number that needs to be called. The children will 

be doing an activity based on ‘0, 0, 0’ and this will be sent home with the children so that it can be easily seen if they have to 

contact an emergency service. 

Our recent excursion on Fire Engine Adventures was thoroughly enjoyed by all the children. This gave the children the oppor-

tunity to experience what it would be like to ride in a real fire engine and they were able to look around the local streets that we 

drove past and identified many different types of transportation they saw including cars, buses, people walking and even the 

mail carrier. 

We have recently assessed our children on their My Name assessment for Term Two. There are many children that have im-

proved immensely in their ability to write their name independently without having to sight their name card. Literacy packs 

have been put together and sent home with many children to help support their fine motor skills to development further and 

encourage the children to practise their name writing and scissor skills when they are away from kindergarten. 

The children and their families participated in Walk Safely to Kinder Day on Thursday 30th May. It was great to see so many 

families being active with their children. We had ten children walk to kindergarten on this day and all the children in our group 

that participated received a certificate and a stamp in recognition.  

The current child interest in our group is Mythical Creatures. We have recently set up a play space with wooden castle pieces, 

princess Duplo and we will be adding Dragons soon. Through this interest we will be introducing the children to storybooks 

about dragons and princesses, directed drawing opportunities and discussions about dragons and what they can do. 

Reminders: 

 Our sessions start at 8.30am and 1.00pm so it is important that your child is arriving on time for each kindergarten session 

to allow them to complete their start of day process and participate in our first mat time. If you are late it can disrupt your 

child’s kindergarten routine and the rest of the group’s concentration. 

 Please remember we go out in all types of weather, it is important to ensure your child has a raincoat, beanie and gloves 
packed so that they can enjoy the outdoors. 

 

Amanda, Melinda and Alan 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wombat News 



Term Two is almost over and what a busy term we have had in the Joey Group! 

Our transport topic has continued with the children becoming more knowledgeable about the parts of different types of transport 

and how they travel. The Fire Truck ride was an exciting excursion, and this has now led into conversations about emergency 

services and their role in our community. We are exploring this further by having discussions about emergencies where we have 

provided scenarios and the children have been asked to identify which emergency service they would call and learning the num-

ber they use - 000. They have also enjoyed role playing fire fighters outdoors where they have been creating stories, using props 

and building their very own fire truck out of the big blocks.  

 

We are developing the children’s independence and are encouraging them to give tasks a go and really persevering before ask-

ing for help from a friend or teacher. Anything from completing a tricky puzzle, cutting with scissors to zipping up their jackets 

which is a skill we are currently practising. It is important to support your child by giving them responsibility to make choices 

and attempt tasks for themselves as this will not only build upon their self esteem but will give them a sense of achievement. In 

particular, we ask that at the start of the session you allow your child to complete their process independently and then say 

goodbye, keeping the separation process quick and enabling them to come to the mat and start group time.  

 

We have been eagerly participating in our specialist programs each week. They have thoroughly enjoyed story time each week 

during Library where they have had the opportunity to hear familiar and new books being read and learning the process of how 

to choose a book of interest to borrow. In Sustainability we have been learning about planting and had the opportunity to plant a 

seed and are taking responsibility by ensuring it’s being watered and observing its progress each session. Our recent bush kinder 

visit was full of exploration - searching for bugs, bird watching and teepee making. We cannot wait to continue our visits next 

term.   

 

As part of our literacy focus groups the children are not only learning how to write their names but are exposed to letter recogni-

tion where we are currently focusing on the first letter of their name and how many letters are in their name. Keep an eye out for 

a copy of your child’s name tracing activity that will be placed in your parent pocket in the coming weeks. Feel free to practise 

this at home with your child as we are at kinder.  

 

The children’s interest in imaginative play has evolved with them learning how to create play scenarios to act out and negotiate 

roles amongst their peers. We are observing the children playing families in the home corner, cooking in the sandpit, acting out 

pirates on the playground and setting up concerts to perform. Role play stimulates children’s imagination and enhances their 

social development by displaying co operation, listening and turn taking. This has assisted our group in building their confi-

dence to communicate with a variety of their peers and forming new relationships.  

 

A BIG thanks to our families who have been filling in our family feedback sheet each fortnight. Your ideas and feedback assist 

us in learning more about your children and their current interests as well as finding out what you would like to see incorporated 

in our program. Great job and keep it up! 

 

Some important reminders: 

 Please be on time for each session to allow your child to complete their start of day process and participate in our first 

mat time. If you are late it can disrupt your child’s kinder routine the rest of the group’s concentration. 

 It is really important your child is attending their kindergarten sessions to maximise their overall learning and develop-

ment. We have had a high number of absences this term and would appreciate that if your child is unable to attend a ses-

sion that you give us a courtesy call.  

 We go outdoors each session regardless of the weather. Please ensure your child is wearing appropriate clothing to kind-

er including a beanie, waterproof jacket and other items such as a scarf, gloves, gumboots and an umbrella.  

 

DON’T FORGET to check our  reflection book to keep up to date with the Joey Group.  

If you have any questions regarding the educational program or your child’s progress, please feel free 

to make a time to speak with us.  

 

Catherine, Kylie and Priya    
 

    

Joey News 



Three Year Old News 

Magpie News 
Term Two is coming to an end and we have been busy little bees this Term.  

The children enjoyed a visit from Rhythm Joe. Joe works with the children and introduces them to different music concepts 

and instruments from around the world. The children are able to play, sing, and dance along with Joe.  He has a real knack for 

the younger children and is able to keep them engaged for the 45 minute session. We will incorporate instruments into our 

weekly group times to support the children’s interest in musical instruments.  

Our interests of the past weeks have been playdough and block building as well as our sandwich shop. We have also seen 

many children enjoying ramp play using cars, balls and other items to roll down. We will continue to supply the children with 

various items to test on the ramps and support their exploration.  

The Magpie children continue to enjoy games, books and dancing in our group times. We have been learning to play object 

bingo a game that promotes listening and observation skills, turn taking and following instructions. The children really en-

joyed our first round of this and we can see it becoming very popular within our program.  

The children also enjoy outdoor play and we will continue to go outside even in the colder weather. We ask that you dress you 

child appropriately for this weather and welcome you to bring in beanies and gumboots if you wish.  Outdoor play offers chil-

dren many opportunities to explore and become familiar with the world around them. They are able to make connections with 

the weather and the changes in their natural environment for example, rain creates puddles, cold winter weather means our 

trees lose their leaves. These natural occurrences are all part of early science and help the children become more connected to 

their natural world.  It also means we get to spend time with our rabbit friend ‘Cottontail’ who is very popular and the children 

love feeding her and watching her run around crazy in her home.  

As you may have noticed, pick time can be a little unsettled with many children becoming emotional once they see you at the 

window. Can we please ask that if your child is one that does get upset that you remain hidden until it is time to open the door, 

as this will help us make the pickup routine a smooth process.   

 

 

If you have any questions or concerns please see Casey or Div.  

Cockatoo News 
Hello Cockatoo families and friends, 

It’s great to see Alan back in the room and working with the children. A big thank you to Amanda for her assistance while 
Alan was away. She will also be covering Asma while she is away for four weeks. 

The children thoroughly enjoyed the Rhythm Joe incursion and are now requesting to watch drum videos and due to this re-
quest we have incorporated more music and dance into our Cockatoo program, with great success. 

Discovering new senses at a young age is important to children’s growth and development, so over the last couple of weeks 
children have been exposed to the sensory nature of shaving cream. Mixing the shaving cream with food dye to make different 
colours, children have loved the soft texture and are not afraid to get dirty and have fun, which is good to see. 

Children are still requesting and loving the ‘Five Cheeky Monkeys’ song, along with the storybook ‘The Very Hungry Cater-
pillar’. Over the coming weeks we will be introducing some group games to teach the children about sharing, taking turns, 
working together, all the while having fun and learning something new. 

With the cool weather now having truly set in, we will still try to venture outdoors during our session, so please ensure that 
children bring an appropriate jacket, scarf and beanies if required. Please ensure that your child’s belongings are appropriately 
labelled with your child’s name. 

If you would like to be a parent helper in the Cockatoo room it is a requirement of Epping Views Kindergarten that you must 
hold a current working with children’s check and provide us with a copy. If you have any concerns regarding this matter, 
please speak to Alan or Amanda. 

We hope everyone is staying warm this winter and if you have any questions or concerns please speak to us. 

Alan & Amanda 
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Rosella News 
The children have settled in to kinder and we have seen plenty of improvements in regards to their routines and following our 

room guidelines. The children are able to transition from one experience to another by understanding our snack time routines 

of washing their hands and collecting their bottles, snack and finding a seat at the table. It is great to see all the children each 

Wednesday morning eager to start their kinder session. We had a visit from Rhythm Joe which the children really engaged 

in. Joe brings a range of musical equipment and the children all have a go at different instruments and learn new language 

such as rhythm and tempo. The most enjoyable part was the children having the opportunity to play on Joe’s big drum kit! 

The Rosella group interests include home corner, hairdressers, block corners with the cars and ramps, painting, drawing and 

our group times. Our group times consist of music and stories and they eagerly look forward to this routine each week. We 

are looking forward to planning more learning experiences with the children this term working on fine motor development. 

Reminders-  

 Our session starts at 8.30am – It is important to be on time 

 Please pack appropriate clothing for the outdoors, regardless of the weather we still venture outside for a play. 

Thank you 

Melinda & Kylie 

Kookaburra News 
There has been a whole lot of fun going on in the Kookaburra Group this term. 

Joe from Rhythm Fun visited and introduced the children to musical terms such as rhythm, beat and tempo through the use of 

songs and musical instruments. They used a variety of instruments and played along to different songs, exploring concepts 

such as, fast and slow and high and low. They even had a go on his drum kit. We have some little rock stars in the making! 

 

The children have continued to request playing games including Little Mouse, Memory and Object Bingo. We have been play-

ing these in small groups and as a whole group during group times. This encourages the children to sit amongst their peers and 

practise skills such as listening, turn taking, following instructions.  

 

We are beginning to see relationships form within the group, with children showing preference of who they are playing with 

and who they are sitting next to at group time and snack time. We observe their communication skills, conversations, particu-

larly in the home corner where they are role playing shops and families.  

 

Transport is a keen interest with the children initiating conversations about cars, trains and buses. We have had many inci-

dental conversations with individual children about their knowledge on the topic and have including transport related activities 

during whole group times where they have named the different types of transport they know and have been on. They enjoyed 

the road set to build towns for their transport vehicles and experimenting with the ramp seeing whose car travels the furthest.  

 

A big thankyou to our families who participated in Walking Safely to Kinder Day. It was great to see 11 out of our 18 families 

on the day at our meeting points bright and early and your children were very proud to receive their certificates.  

Asma is on leave for the remainder of this term and we have our casual educator Priya covering her position. If you have not 

met her already, please feel free to come and say hi.   

 

Some important reminders: 

 Our session starts at 8:30am, please be on time for each session. Next term our sessions start on the mat for group time.  

 We go outdoors each session regardless of the weather. Please ensure your child is wearing appropriate clothing to 

kinder including a beanie, waterproof jacket and other items such as a scarf, gloves and gumboots.  

 

If you questions regarding the educational program or your child’s progress, please feel free to make a time to speak with us.  

Catherine and Priya 

  





KINDERGARTEN PHOTOS     
 
 

Our centre has booked kindergarten photos for:  
 
 

Tuesday 23rd July -    Joey & Echidna 
 

Wednesday 24th July—All 3 Year Old Groups 
 

Friday 26th July -       Koala & Wombat 
 
 

SchoolPix Photography will take a number of different indoor and 
outdoor activity photos of each child, together with a group photo.  
All children will be photographed but it is not compulsory to buy 
photos. If you have any concerns or questions please feel free to 
speak with your child’s teacher.  
 
 

Tips for Photo Day 
 

Please ensure that your children’s faces are clean.  
Remove any temporary tattoos.  
If it is a windy day, long hair should be styled in a way that keeps it 
from blowing across the face.  
Emphasise that this is a fun experience for your child and don’t 
pressurise them too much to smile or pose.  

Friday 28th June—Last day of term 

 
 

ALL KINDER FEES ARE TO BE 

PAID BEFORE HOLIDAY 

BREAK 



 

Parent Helpers - Volunteers 2019  
 

Commencing in 2019 at Epping Views Kindergarten all adults in a parent helper/volunteer 

capacity are required to have a Working with Children’s Check, this will also apply to par-

ents assisting with excursions. If you already have a card or once you apply please pass a 

copy onto your child’s teacher so that we can start our parent helper program. We will not 

be able to have parents coming in to help in our sessions this year without a WWCC so 

please go through the application process if this is something you will be interested in this 

year. 

 

The link below will help you with the application process.  

 

http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/home/applications/lodging+your+a

pplication/  

IMPORTANT INFORMATION TO REMEMBER 

Disabled Parking – please remember you must have a disabled sticker to park in this car spot. Please 

leave these places for people who need them. 

Immunisation Forms – if you know your child has recently had an immunisation please provide us with 
an update from your My Gov account. If you could print this off and send it in with your child or pass on 
to their teacher please. 

Teachers – just a reminder that teachers often have meetings before and after their sessions so if you are 

wanting to speak with your child’s teacher make sure you have contacted them and made an appointment. 

Toys – please ensure that you are not sending your child to kinder with any toys from home. While they 

are at kinder they have plenty of resources and toys they can use both inside and outside. 

Start Times—please ensure that you are dropping your child off at the start of the session time on time. It 
is really important that your child is at kinder on time. We start the session with whole group mat learning 
time which is a valuable part of our program. This can become very disruptive when we have late arrivals. 

Family Feedback Sheets—  we are putting these out on our sign in benches regularly so that we get input 

form our families on our programs and to provide us with more information about your child. We would 
love for you all to write something to assist us with collecting information and feedback. 






