EPPING VIEWS
KINDERGARTEN NEWSLETTER
Te r m 1 F e b r u a r y 2 0 2 0
Welcome to Epping Views Kindergarten in 2020. We would like to
welcome all of our children and families to our kindergarten. Sessions
are well and truly underway and staff and children are settling into kindergarten life. This week is our start of full time sessions for three and
four year old groups. There is much to look forward to and a great deal
of planning and goal setting to achieve our best in 2020. Staff have high
expectations and we are looking for all children to take advantage of the
opportunities presented to them. We have many fun, exciting and challenging things for you all to look forward to this year.
For most children, kinder is a first step into the world of organised
learning, a journey into a space of play, creativity, socialising, learning
and imagination, and, slowly but steadily, growing independence. It is a
delight to watch the children’s growth and progress as the year progresses.
Please do not hesitate to approach your child’s teacher should you have
any enquiries regarding your child or the program. We encourage a
good relationship between you and your child’s teachers, and this will
only be possible if we can communicate openly together. Your first
point of call should be your child’s teacher and if you find that your
concern has not been resolved then please feel free to make an appointment with Trudy the kinder Manager.

Diary Dates











27th February—Kindergarten Open Night—5:30pm—7:30pm
28th February—Clean up Australia Day—4’s
2nd March—2021 3 year old kinder enrolments open
—2022 4 year old kinder enrolments open
5th March—Bush Kinder—4’s
9th March—Labour Day—NO KINDER
14th April—First day of Term 2 (Tuesday)
17th March—Rhythm Fun—4’s
20th March—Harmony Day celebrations—4’s wear orange
27th March—Last day of Term 1
16th - 20th March—Term 2 fees are due

15 Lyndarum Drive
Epping, Vic, 3076
Phone: 8405 3227

We have children who
are at high risk of Anaphylaxis.
We ask that you do not
send nuts or nut products
in with your child.

Term Dates 2020
28th Jan – 27th Mar

14th Apr – 26 Jun
13th July - 18th Sept
5th Oct - 18th Dec
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Our 3 Year Old Teachers

Kookaburra

Magpie

Catherine & Kylie

Melinda & Div

Rosella

Cockatoo

Alan & Asma

Laura & Alan
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Our 4 Year Old Teachers

Koala

Joey

Donna, Casey & Laura

Asma, Catherine & Kylie

Wombat

Echidna

Alan, Amanda, Priti & Kylie

Melinda, Div & Jamie
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REMINDERS
 Signing In and Out: do not for got to sign in and out each session and ensur e that you ar e putting
in the exact time that your child enters their kinder room not the time you are in the foyer waiting.
If you session starts at 8:30am then you cannot sign them in at 8:23am as they are still in your
care at that time.
 Nude Food: please ensur e that you send in “nude foods” so foods without wrappers.
 Hats: please r emember to pack a hat with your child each session so that they can play outside.
You child can only wear either a wide brimmed or legionaries hat.
 Sunscreen: we ask that you apply sunscr een to your child befor e they come to kinder and stor e
some extra sunscreen in your child’s bag with your child’s name on it. Sunscreen is in the foyer
that we have supplied so please use this if you forget.
 Photos and videos: we ask that you only take photos and videos of your child and not of any other child or your child with any other child.
 Change of Clothes – please remember to send along a change of clothes in your child’s bag in case
they have an accident

Family Photos
We are asking that you send along a family photo with your child so that it can be used as part of the
kinder program to complete a family tree.
Please send it along as soon as possible please.

Birthdays
We ask that when it is your child’s birthday that you do not send in any lolly bags or food to share with
the other children. We suggest that if you would like your child to hand something to each child in their
group that you could bring bubbles, pencils, matchbox car, hair ties, notebook, stickers,etc.

Emergency Door
The door outside of the Room 1 kinder room is for emergency exit only please do not use this door for
any other purpose.

F un S tar t at Eppi ng Vi ew s Ki n der ga r t en

What is Nude food and why do we encourage it at
Epping Views Kindergarten?
Nude food is food that has no or is no longer in its packaging. Nude food reduces the amount
of waste that gets sent to landfill. Each year a child’s lunch box can generate 30kgs of litter,
times that by the amount of children we have at EVK and that is a whopping 6600kg of rubbish per year.

As part of our kinder program we educate the children about sustainability and waste
management. We use our three recycling bins to separate our rubbish as well as our compost
bin and worm farm to dispose of food scraps. Teaching children about such things at an early
age promotes these positive habits to carry on throughout their schooling and later in life.
Please remember to send your child’s snacks in containers with no wrappers. This includes
cling wrap on their sandwiches and yoghurt containers.
Thank you for your support in making our world clean and green!

UNIFORMS ARE NOW AVAI L AB LE
T-shirts and Jumpers can be
purchase d at the kinder office
Tues da y, Wednesda y a nd Thur sda ys
Correct cash is required
or credit card is also available

Parent Helpers - Volunteers 2020
All adults in a parent helper/volunteer capacity are required to have a Working with
Children’s Check. This will also apply to parents assisting with excursions.
The link below will help you with the application process.
http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/home/applications/
lodging+your+application/
Fundraising Committee

The Fundraising Committee is a part of our kindergarten with the main aim to
raise funds to go back into the kindergarten to provide new resources and
equipment.
Being on a committee gives you the opportunity to meet people and be involved
in the kindergarten that your child is attending. We will be meeting once a month
to discuss fundraising that has been planned and tasks that need to be
completed.
If you would like to be on our fundraising committee please complete the form
below and return it. Once we have some names we will organise our first
meeting and be in contact.
…………………………………………………………………………………
Fundraising Committee
I would like to join the fundraising committee for 2020 and help raise funds for
Epping Views Kindergarten.
Name: …………………………………………………………………………
Contact Number: …………………………………
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No Jab No Play
Under the ‘No Jab, No Play’ legislation, before enrolling a child, early childhood education and care services have to first obtain
evidence that the child is up to date with all vaccinations that are due for their age, or that they are able to receive.
On 28 February 2018, the ‘No Jab, No Play’ legislation was amended so that an Immunisation History Statement from the Australian Immunisation Register (AIR) is the only form of documentation accepted for the purpose of enrolling in an early childhood
education and care service.
Previous forms of documentation, for example a letter from a GP or local council, are no longer accepted.

Under ‘No Jab, No Play’ what documentation is required as evidence of up-to-date vaccination?
To have an enrolment confirmed for a child in kindergarten, parents/carers have to provide the service with:
• a current Immunisation History Statement from the Australian Immunisation Register (AIR); AND
• the statement must show that the child is up to date with all vaccinations that are due for their age, or that they are able to
receive.
The Immunisation History Statement from the AIR lists the vaccines the child has received and, if applicable, which vaccines are
due in the future and when. Medical exemption may also be listed, where applicable.
An Immunisation History Statement from the AIR is the only type of immunisation record accepted by early childhood and care
services for the purposes of confirming enrolment and must be provided within the two months prior to the child starting at the
service.
The Medicare logo and Australian Government crest must be present and identifiable to be considered a valid Immunisation
History Statement. For example, if the statement is page two of a letter from Medicare, both pages need to be presented to the
service to confirm enrolment.
How can parents/carers get an Immunisation History Statement from the AIR?
You can print a copy of your child’s Immunisation History Statement from your myGov account. If you have difficulty getting a
copy via your myGov account you can:
• call the AIR on phone 1800 653 809
• visit a Medicare or Centrelink office.
Families who do not hold a Medicare card must call the AIR to request an Immunisation History Statement.
A Translating and Interpreting Service is available by calling 131 450, Monday to Friday from 8:30am to 4:45pm.
Can parents/carers provide proof of immunisations from an immunisation provider (e.g. a GP)?
No. Other forms of documentation, for example a letter from a GP or local council, are no longer accepted.
What is considered a 'medical exemption' under 'No Jab, No Play' and what documentation is required as evidence?
Some children may be exempt from the requirement to be fully vaccinated on medical grounds. Examples of valid medical reasons that a child could not be fully vaccinated include:
• an anaphylactic reaction to a previous dose of a particular vaccine, or
• an anaphylactic reaction to any vaccine component
• has a disease which lowers immunity (such as leukaemia, cancer, HIV/AIDS, SCID), or

 is having treatment which lowers immunity (such as chemotherapy).
Parents/carers who think their child may require a medical exemption to one or more vaccines should consult their GP.
If a child has a valid medical reason they cannot be vaccinated, a GP needs to complete and sign a Medicare Immunisation
Exemption Medical Contraindication Form, and send it to the AIR.
The parent/carer then needs to obtain an updated Immunisation History Statement from the AIR that indicates the child is up-todate with all the vaccines that they can have, and listed the vaccines that they cannot have due to a medical contraindication.
This statement needs to be provided by the parent/carer to the early childhood service to confirm enrolment.
How can parents/carers obtain acceptable documentation if their child was vaccinated overseas?
Children who were vaccinated overseas must have their vaccine records assessed by a GP or local council and be offered
catch-up vaccinations as required. The GP or local council will then record overseas vaccines to AIR by submitting the AIR
Immunisation History form.
The AIR updates the child’s records and the parents/carers can request an Immunisation History Statement from the AIR and
provide the statement to the early childhood service to confirm enrolment.
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Central Enrolment System—4 year old Kindergarten
Epping Views Kindergarten is part of the City of Whittlesea Central Enrolment System.
All applications for a four year old place must be lodged with the City of Whittlesea Kindergarten
Enrolment and Support Officer.
If your child attends a 3 year old program, at the kindergarten, they do not automatically receive a
place for the 4 year old program. Parents need to make a separate application via the council for
this.
Council will accept applications from the first working day in March each year, two years prior to the
year of kindergarten attendance and up until 30 June of the year prior to attendance.
Parents of children born in the months of January to April, have the choice of which year to enrol their
child including the year the child is eligible or the following year.
Application forms can be downloaded from the council’s website:
www.whittlesea.vic.gov.au
Application forms are submitted at council along with a non refundable application fee.
Commencing in July of the year prior to your child attending kindergarten, offers of placement will be
made in order of application date. Council’s Kindergarten and Enrolment Support Officer will confirm
your child’s placement in writing. If applications for a specific kindergarten are oversubscribed, either
the second or third preference will be offered.

Four Year Old Enrolment Application Timeline
City of Whittlesea
Date of Birth
1/5/2016 to 30/4/2017
1/5/2017 to 30/4/2018
1/5/2018 to 30/4/2019
1/5/2019 to 30/4/2020

Year Attending Kindergarten
2021
2022
2023
2024

Applications Open
1 March 2019
2 March 2020
1 March 2021
1 March 2022

Three year old Kindergarten Applications
Epping Views Kindergarten
Enrolment application forms for 2021 for our 3 year old kindergarten can be collected at the kindergarten from 2nd March 2020. You have until June of 2020 to lodge this form and on application will need
to leave a $50 deposit. Your child’s place will be confirmed in writing after applications have closed in
September.
Children need to have turned three by the 30th April in the year they are attending.

GOING BEYOND “HOW WAS YOUR DAY?”
Questions to ask your child after kinder to get a conversation started.
 What was the best thing that happened at kinder today?
 What was the hardest thing you had to do today?
 Tell me something that made you laugh today.
 Tell me about the book your teacher read to you today.
 Who did you sit with at snack today?
 What part of kinder is your favourite?
 Tell me the name of 2 children you played with today.
 What was the most funniest thing your teachers said today?
 What class rules do your teachers say are important?
 Tell me one interesting fact about your teachers.
 What’s your favourite time of day at kinder?
 What are you looking forward to at kinder tomorrow?
 What made you happy today?
 Did anything make you sad today?
 How did you help somebody today?
 How did someone help you today?
 What do you think you should do more of at kinder?
 What do you think you should do less of at kinder?
 How were you a good friend today?
 Where do you play the most at today?
 Did anyone do something nice for you today?
 Did you do anything nice for anyone today?
 Was it noisy or quiet today during class? Which do you like better?
 Ask about a specific friend in your child’s class.
 Tell me what you learned today that you did not know before.
 On a scale of 1 to 10, how would you rate your day? How could you make it a10?
 If you got one wish about kinder, what would it be?
 What challenged you most today?

