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The weeks are flying by this term and we have many things coming up at
kindergarten please keep an eye on the events board, Facebook and Compass
notifications to ensure you aren’t missing out.
Starting May 24th we are welcoming parent helpers back to Epping Views
Kindergarten. All adults in a parent helper/volunteer capacity are required to
have a Working with Children’s Check, this will also apply to parents
assisting with excursions. If you would like to take part in our parent helper
program please provide a copy of your Working with Children’s Check card
or use the link below apply. We will not be able to have parents coming in to
help in our sessions this year without a WWCC so please go through the
application process if this is something you will be interested in this year. We
also ask that no siblings attend when helping.
Use the link below to apply for a free volunteer card.
http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/home/applications/
lodging+your+application/
This term we have had large numbers of children away who have been sick.
Thank You to our families for helping by in keeping their children away from
kindergarten when unwell. As we head into winter we ask that you continue
to help us maintain a safe and healthy environment. Please remember to give
us a phone call to let us know if your child is going to be away.
Three and Four year old enrolments are open for 2022. If you are considering
Epping Views as your kindergarten we ask that you complete your enrolment
as soon as possible to avoid missing out on a position. Three year old
enrolments DO NOT rollover into four year old this year. All applications are
submitted through the City of Whittlesea website.
DIARY DATES

19th May– National Simultaneous Story time—3 s

20th May—Bush Kinder—4’s (weather permitted)

21st May—Cultural Diversity Dress Up Day—4’s

25th May– Responsible Pet Program Incursion (Koala Group)

1st June– Responsible Pet Program Incursion (Joey Group)

3rd June– Melbourne Museum Dinosaur & Fossils Incursion (Joey &
Koala Groups)

3rd June—Responsible Pet Program Incursion (Echidna Group)

4th June– Melbourne Museum Dinosaur & Fossils Incursion (Wombat &
Echidna Groups)

10th June—Bush Kinder—4’s (weather permitted)

11th June– Responsible Pet Program Incursion (Wombat Group)

24th June—Bush Kinder—4’s (weather permitted)

21st July—Photo Day—Term 3—3’s

22nd July—Photo Day—Term 3—4’s (Joey & Echidna)

23rd July—Photo Day—Term 3—4’s (Wombat & Koala)

15 Lyndarum Drive

Epping, Vic, 3076
Phone: 8405 3227

We have children who
are at high risk of
Anaphylaxis.
We ask that you do not
send nuts or nut products
in with your child.

Term Dates 2021
28th Jan – 1st Apr

19th Apr – 25th Jun
12th July - 17th Sept
4th Oct - 17th Dec
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Echidna News
Welcome back families! It is wonderful to see the children back at kinder and with lots of great stories
to tell us about the fun and exciting things they did over the holidays. Thank you to those families who
also completed the holiday homework cultural poster. The children are enjoying sharing these at group
time as part of our current cultural learning focus. If you have not completed this as of yet please do as
it will allow your child to participate at group time by sharing their cultural background along with
some fun facts. This experience will also provide them with a sense of belonging to the group and other
peers with the same cultural background.
This term we have lots of new things that we will be exploring with the children. So far, the children
have learnt to say hello in different languages and count to ten. We have listened to different cultural
music and have learnt to dance in Greek and Indian. We will also be participating in a weekly library
program run by Catherine which is very exciting. The children have been making their library bags
ready for borrowing in the lead up to this experience. Our weekly visit to Woolworths to purchase food
for Cottontail will also continue and we must say is a highlight for the children.
In addition, we will be working on name recognition and writing, numeracy recognition as well as
independence skills with a focus on fine motor strength.
REMINDERS:


Please be on time for each session to allow your child to complete their start of day process and
participate in our first mat time. If you are late, it can disrupt your child’s kinder routine and the
rest of the group’s concentration.



Please ensure your child is dressed for the colder weather as we will always go outside to play.



If you have any questions or would like to touch base about your child's progress at any time
throughout this term please approach one of the Echidna team members and we will be happy to
arrange a time.

Jamie, Div & Bianca
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Koala News
Welcome to the Term 2! The children have been very busy this term participating in a variety of
experiences. We have been exploring our different cultures as we shared our own cultural celebrations,
food and hellos in different languages from our homework posters.
We very excitedly visited Epping Views Primary School to feed the chickens, look for eggs and have a
sneaky play on the playground. Our visits to school are an opportunity for us to begin some school
transition as we become familiar with classrooms, larger playgrounds and meeting some of the big kids.
We have begun our fortnightly visits to Woolworths to buy food for Cottontail our pet rabbit. Children
visit in small groups providing opportunities for discussions, numeracy work, team work and problem
solving skills.
Did you love your Mother’s Day gifts? Our Koalas worked really hard to make cards for their mums,
made the very fiddly key chains and decorated the jewellery boxes. We hope all our mums have enjoyed
the presents and had a relaxing day.
Library borrowing has started this term with the children choosing a book to bring home each week.
Our Library sessions are always the children’s favourite as they get a variety of activities to do during
library time. Please remember each Monday to return your book and library bag to ensure your child
can borrow another one.
As the colder weather comes we are still playing outside. Please ensure you provide your child with a
jacket and any other weather appropriate clothing. Gumboots are also welcome for jumping in puddles.
Outdoor we have been enjoying camping in the Tepees, picking and collecting the autumn leaves, the
very popular swings and our busy cubby houses.
Casey, Priti & Sarita
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Womba t News
Wominjeka to Term Two!
We hope that you all had a great break. To those families who celebrated Easter over the holidays we
hope you all had a lovely time and the Easter bunny came to visit.
Rhythm Joe came to visit us in the second last week of Term One and the children thoroughly enjoyed
the musical experience. They were able to play a variety of different instruments along with Joe and his
big drum set as well as learn about key musical concepts such as high and low, rhythm and tempo.
The children came back from the term break eager to share their Cultural Holiday Homework. It sure
was great to see them stand up in front of the group and confidently speak and share aspects of their
poster.
As a follow on from this, we have been focusing on teaching the children about different celebrations
around the world, different foods we eat, learning about the individual flag that represents our culture
and learning to say hello in a different language.
This term we welcomed back Christelle, who is a pre service student from Melbourne Polytechnic. She
is completing her three week placement with us as she is studying to be a teacher herself. We wish her
all the best for the rest of her studies.
We have implemented our worm farm and introduced the children to our new kindergarten friends
during our recent Sustainability specialist class. We will be starting to collect our leftover fruit scraps to
feed to them. The children have been really involved in the program which is great to see and we have
discussed what sorts of foods the worms like and dislike to eat.
The children have recently walked over to Epping Views Primary School. We went over to visit and
feed the chickens and check for eggs. The Kinder is part of the chicken duty roster to help the school
maintain ‘Cluckingham Palace’.
Some reminders:
• Please be on time for each session to allow your child to complete their start of day process and
participate in our first mat time. If you are late, it can disrupt your child’s kindergarten routine and the
rest of the groups concentration.
• With colder weather upon us, please remember to pack a beanie and jacket. We will be going outside
in all types of weather. You are welcome to pack gumboots for your child to change into if you wish.
If you have any questions or queries about your child, please feel free to make a time to speak with us.
Amanda, Alan, Kylie and Cara
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Joey News
Wominjeka Joey Families,
We had some very happy children return to kinder in our first week back after holidays and it has been
great to see them entering the room confidently and completing their arrival process independently. We
would like to welcome Sarita and Priya to our group who are the new teaching assistants that have taken
over Asma’s position.
Following on from our previous learning focus of All About Me, we have so far this term been
exploring Culture where the children are learning about different countries around the world. They have
been eagerly sharing their holiday homework posters about their own culture with the class and this is
giving the children the opportunity to learn new facts such as, different languages, flags, traditional
foods and buildings of countries.
A small group of children have a developing interest in Volcanoes, where we are beginning to delve into
this topic by finding out what knowledge the children have and how we can extend their learning
further. The children have been reading books to learn new facts and researching information such as,
the parts of a volcano, what is a volcano and why it erupts as well as looking at photos and videos.
Over the coming weeks the children will participate in making a Volcano using a paper mache process.
Keep an eye out for our upcoming eruption!
We are focusing on the children’s independence and problem solving skills where we are encouraging
them to give tasks a go and really persevere before asking for help from a friend or teacher. Anything
from completing a tricky puzzle, cutting with scissors to putting on and zipping up their jackets which is
a skill we are currently practicing. You can support your child by giving them responsibility to make
choices and attempt tasks for themselves as this will not only build upon their self esteem but will give
them a sense of achievement.
Our recent walks to EVPS and Woolworths have been great fun, as the children are learning about road
safety and are demonstrating how to safely walk and cross the road. We have been going over to EVPS
for picnics and during our most recent visit we went to the Playpod. The children had access to a variety
of loose parts where they used their imagination to create different play scenarios.
If you would like to know what we have been up to, keep up to date by checking out reflection journal
which will be placed next to the sign in/out book. As our drop off/pick up processes are a busy time, feel
free to always make a time to speak with us if you have any questions regarding your child’s progress or
the educational program.
Thanks,
Catherine, Kylie, Sarita and Priya

Thr ee Year Old News

Kookaburra News
Hi Kookaburra Families,
Welcome to our new friends who have joined us this term. It is great to see each week that the children
are progressing, whether that be with separating at drop off time, building relationships with their peers
or engaging at new activities - we are super proud of their achievements.
Last term, we started off our sessions indoors and this term we have spent the first part of the session
outdoors. The children have coped really well with this change and are becoming more comfortable with
our routines.
We had Joe from Rhythm Fun who visited and introduced the children to musical terms such as rhythm,
beat and tempo through the use of songs and musical instruments. They used a variety of instruments and
played along to different songs while exploring concepts such as, fast and slow and high and low. They
even had a go on his drum kit, what rock stars we have!
The children thoroughly enjoyed decorating their mother’s day gifts and have since shown an interest in
our art area. We are providing a variety of materials for the children to use, so expect some creations
coming home.
Currently we are encouraging the children’s self help skills including unpacking and packing their own
bag, opening and closing their snack containers and putting on their jacket. This will support them in
becoming more independent.

If you have any questions regarding your child’s progress or the educational program, please feel free to
make a time to speak with us.
Catherine, Kylie and Sarita

Thr ee Year Old News

Rosella News
Welcome back to term 2 and what a busy start it has been.
The Rosella group has welcomed some new children to its group and it’s great to see those children
forming friendships and exploring what Epping Views Kindergarten has to offer.
Most weeks we have been starting our session outdoors and children are really loving finding treasure in
the sandpit, going on camping trips in our teepees and playing soccer and basketball. With the weather
becoming colder it is recommended that you provide children with a jacket and feel free to bring
gumboots or any other wet weather clothing.
Children enjoyed making their mother’s day crafts and sharing stories about why they love their mum.
Along with painting, the arts and craft tables are always busy and it’s great to see children using their
imagination and building everything from robots and rockets through to super heroes and houses.
It was great to see some of the Rosella children involved in our Walk To Kinder day which encourages
children and families to spend some time outdoors and rediscover the benefits and fun of exercising.
Five Little Ducks, Five Cheeky Monkeys and Wheels on the Bus have been the favourite songs of the
Rosella children this term and we are reading stories that discuss differences, the importance of sharing
and what it means to be a good friend.
Asma has left the Rosella group this term on maternity leave and we wish her all the very best. She is a
great educator and she will be missed. Cara continues to be the third educator in our group and it has
been great to see her already forming strong connections with the children and continually providing a
safe and fun learning environment.
If you have any questions about your child or our program please feel free to make contact and we will
assist you as best as we can.
Stay safe, stay warm.
Alan & Priti

Thr ee Year Old News

Cockatoo News
Term 2 keeps on rolling in the afternoon Cockatoo group.
It was great to see so many children participate in our Walk to Kinder day which promotes the benefits
and fun of being outdoors and exercising. Children love the outdoors and each week there is a group of
children lining up ready and excited to feed and visit our rabbit Cottontail. Children are learning about
the responsibilities of looking after a pet and it also provides great opportunities for children to share with
us about their pets at home and how they look after them. The swings and cubby houses are also very
popular outdoors.

We hope all of the mothers out there had a great Mother’s Day as the children really enjoyed making
your Mother’s Day gifts and telling us lots of stories and reasons why they love and appreciate you.
Construction and transport has been an interest in our group as children are enjoying building tracks and
garages and discussing different modes of transport in our block corner.
New children are settling into the group well and Cara is a welcomed contributor as the temporary third
staff member in the Cockatoo’s.
Bumble Bee song and our praying mantis in its enclosure are connecting children even more to animals
and along with stories such as Thelma the Unicorn and the Mr Rabbit puppet, children are enjoying the
combination of stories and reality with the different experiences.
If you have any questions or concerns about your child or our program, please feel free to make a time to
see us.

Stay safe. Stay warm.
Alan & Amanda

COMPASS
If you have not already logged into Compass, please do so as soon as possible.
Or if you are experiencing trouble please visit our kinder office for assistance.
This will be our main source of communication with parents, so it is very important
to have it set up with your notification alert turned on.
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ENROL NOW FOR TERM 3
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