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“AT THE END OF THE DAY, YOUR FEET SHOULD BE DIRTY, YOUR HAIR MESSY
AND YOUR EYES SPARKING”.

What is happening at EVK?

‘welcome’
We would like to say

to the Wurundjeri Wilum

people of the Kulin Nation for letting us share your land.
We pay our respects to elders past, present and
emerging.
A

to you all and welcome to another addition of our EVK newsletter. A place where we

share, connect and continue to strengthen our partnership.
All of our amazing Three and Four year olds are now attending kindergarten full time. The children have
settled in well and have adapted to the routines at Epping Views Kindergarten.
You may have noticed from our frequent Facebook and Compass posts that our incredible teachers have
been working hard in creating intentional and engaging learning spaces to assist with strengthening our
quality program. Our mini explorers have been exploring, investigating, and learning new concepts and
skills every week.
We continue to strengthen our professional learning to create an environment that reflects and respects
your children’s ideas, interests, strengths and needs. From flipping pancakes to empowered rubbish
warriors and palaeontologists; Meaningful experiences that have been planned with a purpose and
intention for each individual child.

:

Our team has been so proud to introduce our Epping Views Kindergarten Parent Library.

Our purpose has been to create an inviting space with free educational resources.
From tips for raising boys, assistance with dealing with emotions, change and children’s anxiety to
scrumptious lunchbox ideas.
It has been wonderful observing our community interact with our staff and having meaningful
conversations, seeking further support and building a strong community who strives to continuously
provide the best for our children. Please feel free to come and browse our growing range of books in
our kinder foyer.
Thank you for continuous support.
“A warm smile is the universal language of kindness.”

TERM DATES 2022

Epping Views Kindergarten is
NUT and EGG FREE

TERM 1 – 28th Jan - 8th April
TERM 2 - 26th April – 24th June
TERM 3 – 11th July – 16th Sept
TERM 4 – 3rd Oct – 20th Dec

GURRBORRA
What’s happening with the Koala group?
WOMINJEKA Families!
The Koala kids have been SUPER busy this term.
We have seen lots of blossoming friendships forming over the past few weeks as we welcome new friends to
kindergarten. Whilst making friends has been super fun we are using this opportunity to learn all about friendship
dynamics, learning to share and how to be respectful to our peers. We are continually working on these practises
within our group and also in our social skills program. Our social skills program began in week 7 with children
exploring emotions through discussions, games, books and songs. This program occurs each Friday and is part of
our library program. In term two this program will evolve into children borrowing books each week, so stay
tuned.
Our Koala kids are PIRATE mad at the moment. We have spent many hours digging for treasure in the sandpit and
finding many gems and crystals. This play has extended into our room with a pirate play space for children with
them finding more treasure and practising their letter recognition.
We also have a big interest in PAINTING as some of you will know. Our children are forever creating many
magnificent art pieces and looking for new and exciting art pieces. So far we have explored using different
painting tools such as stampers, brushes, golf balls and scrapers. I wonder what will be next.
We have Bec joining us in the Koala group for the next 4 weeks to complete her preservice teacher placement.
She will be a part of our routines at EVK so you may see her opening the door at drop off or interacting with the
children in the foyer.
Take a look below at some of the experiences we have been a part of…
Casey, Div and Tallara

• Please remember to arrive to kindergarten
on time as our first group experience is
often games and intentional teaching and
late comers are missing out.
• No home toys at kindergarten please

Warin
What’s happening with the Wombat group?
Wominjeka Wombat families! Can you believe that we are nearly at the end of Term One?
The children having been doing such a fantastic job by following our start and end of day processes by putting
their photo up onto the Who is Here Today board before entering our room, placing their drink bottle on the
trolley, putting their belongings in their locker and washing their hands before sitting in our meeting place for our
first group time.
During our group times we have been focusing on getting to know our friends and learning their names.
Encouraging the children to use their friend’s names shows respect to their peers as well as encouraging language
in small group settings. We have been doing this by reading our Wombat Friends book, playing small group games
and singing songs.
We have introduced the children to name cards for them to use while they are exploring at the easel to assist
them to write their name. These name cards will be used at group time to assist the children to begin recognising
their name.
Group times are working well. We have introduced to the children to Five L’s or listening which are legs crossed,
lips closed, looking at the teacher, listening ears and lap is where you keep your hands. The children are doing well
showing their Five L’s with the occasional reminder. We have been giving the children the opportunity to build
upon their confidence to verbally contribute to discussions by raising their hands.
Some interests that we are noticing amongst the children when we are indoors include painting, small group
games, sensory play, trains and blocks. Outdoors the children demonstrate their strong interest in role play by
pretending that they work in a café underneath the pirate ship and serve customers using wooden food, baking in
the sandpit, mobile connectors to race down the wooden ramp and of course the swings are always a popular
choice to play on!
With only a few weeks of this term we will be focusing on teaching the children about alphabet letters, shapes
and numbers. During our group times, the children will have a chance to learn about these through games, flash
cards and ICT clips.
If you have any questions about our educational program or queries about your child, please feel free to make a
time to speak with us.

Amanda and Priti

• Our kindergarten sessions start at 8:30am
and 1:00pm, please ensure your child is
arriving on time to ensure they are included
in every aspect of the program.
• The children are required to have a sun hat
to wear whilst playing outside. Please
ensure that a Sun Smart hat is packed each
day in their bag and sunscreen is applied on
them before each session.

Murrum
What’s happening with the Joey group?
Wominjeka Joey Families,
It is almost the end Term One and what a busy, but fun filled term it has been.
We have seen the children entering kindergarten confidently and becoming familiar with routines. They are
starting to form relationships with one another and are showing engagement in a variety of learning experiences
including role playing in the home corner and sandpit, constructing roads and buildings in the block area,
drawing and creating at the painting easel.
This year the children will be involved in individual, small and whole group experiences which will support and
develop their play skills. They will learn skills such as turn taking, sharing, listening, problem solving and
participation and these are practised through their daily interactions with their peers and are a focus during our
group times. We have introduced a variety of games that have supported these skills in developing and have had
discussions about the good choices they can make with their peers. Feelings and Emotions have been a big focus
where the children are learning about the different types of feelings there are, what makes them feel this way
and how they can respond to these feelings appropriately.
We are currently learning about the similarities and differences amongst each other and are exploring this
through storybooks, videos and group time activities including graphing eye and hair colour and discussing other
characteristics that make them the person they are. The children have recently drawn a self portrait where they
used a mirror to observe their characteristics and have even painted portraits of their friends. We are also going
to be exploring the children’s likes and dislikes and learning about aspects of their family life including culture,
family members and pets. We hope to develop an awareness of how to be inclusive and show kindness to others
to create a sense of belonging for everyone in the Joey Group.
Enjoy the break, have a Happy Easter and we look forward to Term Two!
Catherine, Bianca and Jess

• At the start of each session, we have
our first group time where the children
come together and we discuss our
schedule for the session, go through our
routines and any new learning
experiences set up. It would be great if
the children could arrive on time for
sessions to ensure they are participating
in this important aspect of our session.
• As the weather is continually changing,
don’t forget to pack a variety of clothing
options in your child’s bag. Sun hats are
required until the end of April.
• Keep up to date with the Joey’s by
reading our program and reflections
located on the sign in bench.

Gawa
What’s happening with the Echidna group?
Welcome Echidna/Gawa family and friends to EVK 2022!
What an exciting start to 2022. It’s been great to see so many happy children entering kinder and settling so
well. We have a lot planned for this year and we look forward to sharing the journey with you.
Here at Epping Views Kindergarten we are striving to imbed more of the Australian Indigenous culture within our
learning and play spaces, so you may hear your children saying Gawa which means Echidna or Wominjecka
which means welcome. Our mat area is called a Meeting Place in respect to everyone gathering together to
meet and share information. We hope you embrace this and share this with your children as we do.

A busy start to the year has seen children excitedly engage with our pet rabbit Cottontail, exploring the sandpit,
cubby houses, swings and various experiences outdoors while engaging in home corner, our very popular music
corner, along with playdough, blocks and arts and crafts in the indoor environment.
Books about manners, sharing and being a good friend are being enjoyed, along with singing songs such as
‘twinkle twinkle, five little ducks and five cheeky monkeys’ which are the favourites early on this year.
It’s been great to see so many healthy lunch boxes and everyone in a sun smart hat.
If you have any questions or concerns about your child or our kinder program please call or email us to organise
a catch up.
Until next time, stay safe and take care,
Alan, Kylie & Cara

What’s happening with the Rosella group?
Welcome Rosella family and friends to 2022. What a great start to the year as so many children have happily
entered kinder and are enjoying all of the different play spaces on offer.
Painting, home corner, lego, cars, playdough and blocks have been extremely popular inside, while outdoors the
sandpit, swings and our pet rabbit Cottontail takes the cake.
Children have enjoyed singing songs such as ‘five little ducks and twinkle, twinkle’ while books about sharing and
manners have been read.
It has been great to see so many sun smart hats and healthy snack boxes.
If throughout the year you have any concerns regarding your child or our kindergarten program, please email or
call us to organise a time to catch up.
Until next time, stay safe, stay cool and take care,
Alan, Priti & Cara

What’s happening with the Kookaburra group?
Hello Kookaburra families,
Term One has flown by and it has been amazing to see how the children have progressed in just a few short weeks.
With most children starting to separate from their parents with ease, we are now seeing them settle into the
environment and become more independent with unpacking their bags and engaging in play. They have been busy
exploring and so far construction, cooking and puzzles have been the most popular indoors while the swings,
playground and sandpit are their favourite spots outdoors.
Each session we have been coming together as a whole group to sing songs and play games. This is a great
opportunity for the children to participate as they chant along and copy the actions. We will be supporting their
interest in this by providing puppets with our songs and incorporating small group games during play.
We hope that you are ready for a fun year of playing and learning and look forward to meeting some of our new
friends joining us in Term Two. If you have any questions regarding your child’s progress, please feel free to make a
time to speak with us.
Happy Easter and enjoy the holidays!
Catherine, Kylie, Div and Jess

STORYBOOK ACTIVITY
BORROWING PROGRAM
In addition to our library program children will have
the opportunity to bring home an activity bag
fortnightly.
These bags contain a book and an activity to
complete as a family or independently.
Our activity bags are not only fun but promote many
valuable learning opportunities like:
fine motor skills
numeracy
literacy concepts
gross motor skills
story retell
sequencing
social skills
& communication
Just another exciting program provided by Epping
Views Kindergarten.

(Please ensure storybook bags are returned at the
start of your child's kinder session)

We ask that when it is your child's birthday that
you do not send in any lolly bags or food to
share with the other children.
We suggest that if you would like your child to
hand something to each child in their group
that you could bring bubbles, pencils,
matchbox car, hair ties, notebook, stickers etc.

What is Compass? Compass is a communication
tool that we use at Epping Views Kindergarten
which allows parents and carers to access up to-date information.
Compass includes many different features,
including the ability to:
• Book parent-teacher interviews
• Receive your child’s goals and progress
communication (commencing term 2)
• Online excursion consent
• Accept invitations to events To avoid missing
out on important information and events, please
use your login details that were emailed to you
at the end of last year to access Compass. If you
have misplaced your login details, please see
your child’s teacher.

Nude food is food that has no or is no longer in its packaging. Nude food reduces
the amount of waste that gets sent to landfill. Each year a child’s lunch box can
generate 30kgs of litter, times that by the amount of children we have at EVK and
that is a whopping 6600kg of rubbish per year.
As part of our kinder program we educate the children about sustainability and
waste
management. We use our three recycling bins to separate our
rubbish as well as our compost bin and worm farm to dispose of food scraps.
Teaching children about such things at an early age promotes these positive habits
to carry on throughout their schooling and later in life.
Please remember to send your child’s snacks in containers with no wrappers. This
includes cling wrap on their sandwiches and yoghurt containers.
Thank you for your support in making our world clean and green!

Epping Views Primary School is collecting
donations for our play pod. What is a play
pod? Play Pod is a purpose-built shed
filled with all sorts of spare parts, factory
offcuts, wooden planks and other
materials with which children can let their
imaginations run wild.
Some items that could donated:
• Piping and tubing
• Wooden spools
• Tubs
• Material (leather)
Just to name a few.
Epping Views Kindergarten frequently use
the Play Pod as part of our program. If
you have something you can donate or
work for a company that could supply
larger items please let Casey know.

Enjoy a 1.8KM walk amongst the majestic trees of Epping North Conservation
Reserve and learn about nature!
Along the trail children invited to take part in nature activities and get a
stamp for their nature passport, learning about the trees and the animals that
live here.
• Free event, with no registration needed
• Wear sturdy shoes
• Bring coins for a community run BBQ

Play and Learn
-

Are you a mum, dad, grandparent or carer?
Do you have a child under 3 years of age?
Would you like to meet families in your local area?

TUESDAY 10:30am – 12:00pm (except school holidays)
EPPING VIEWS FAMILY & COMMUNITY CENTRE
15 LYNDARUM DRIVE, EPPING NORTH
Please join us!
Come along to chat, play and meet new friends.
Find out about programs, play groups and other events for you
and your family in the area.
No bookings required. For more information, contact
Epping View Kindergarten on 8405 3227

