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KINDERGARTEN
NEWSLETTER

“EDUCATION IS A NATURAL PROCESS CARRIED OUT BY THE CHILD AND IS
NOT ACQUIRED BY LISTENING TO WORDS BUT BY EXPERIENCE IN THE
ENVIROMENT.” – MARIA MONTESSORI

What is happening at EVK?

‘welcome’
We would like to say

to the Wurundjeri Wilum

people of the Kulin Nation for letting us share your land.
We pay our respects to elders past, present and
emerging.

The weeks are flying by this term and we have many things coming up at Epping Views kindergarten. Please keep
an eye on the events board, Facebook and Compass notifications to ensure you are keeping up to date.
In Term 2 and 3 we are hosting Parent professional learning sessions with DPV Health at Epping Views
Kindergarten. We highly recommend you join us for some parenting tips (and some child free time with other
adults). Tea, coffee and light refreshments will provided. If you have misplaced your sign up form please feel free
to come and see us in the office or ask your teacher to give you a new one.
Sessions include Tuning into Kids, Children’s Milestones, School Readiness, Early Literacy and Play based learning.
All super important and informative topics, which will provide us as parents, strategies to further support and
implement at home to benefit our children. Please remember these sessions are for adults only to attend.
Thank you to those 3 year old families that have completed the online feedback document for the 2023
Timetable that was communicated through compass. We appreciate as much feedback as we can collect, which
will assist us in making the right choices for our 2023 families, children and community.
This term we have had large numbers of children and staff away who have been unfortunately sick. Thank you to
our parents for keeping us up to date with their child’s absence. As we head into winter, we ask that you continue
to help us maintain a safe and healthy environment. Please remember to give us a phone call to let us know if
your child is going to be away.

TERM DATES 2022

Epping Views Kindergarten is
NUT and EGG FREE

TERM 1 – 28th Jan - 8th April
TERM 2 - 26th April – 24th June
TERM 3 – 11th July – 16th Sept
TERM 4 – 3rd Oct – 20th Dec

GURRBORRA
What’s happening with the Koala group?
Wominjeka families,
Wow we have been busy. The past couple of weeks we have been learning all about Bees. Here’s what we know
“They live in a house” – Topaz
“The bee puts pollen on her back”- Alessia
“There are worker bees” – Kiara
“The bees make honey” – Noelia
Our children is portfolios are located in our kinder room and we have been adding lots of photos, work samples
and assessments. This year for the first time we are encouraging children to add their own pieces to their
portfolio, things they are proud of, have worked really had to achievements or photos they have taken
themselves. Our portfolios are in our kindergarten and you are welcome to look over them at the end of our
session.
This term we have completed our name recognition and number assessments with each child. This helps us
measure where our children are at and then create a program that helps establish skills and challenge our
children. From these assessments we are working on our number recognition, this knowledge will be built through
games, songs and play based activities.
We are also consolidating our scissor skills through lots of cutting. This is one of the hardest skills for children to
learn and is a huge plus when heading into prep. As we come into the holidays we are asking families to help us by
practising cutting at home. That could look like cutting magazines and creating a shopping list or letters from a
newspaper, following lines on paper, creating rainbow confetti (these are great in birthday cards) and cutting
shapes to make pictures (example - a house).
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to see us,
Casey, Div and Tallara

• Pack a jacket and beanie for cold weather
play
• Arrive to sessions on time to avoid missing
out on the first group time
• Library day is Friday

Warin
What’s happening with the Wombat
Wominjeka Wombat families!
This term we started off by celebrating Mother’s Day Morning Tea. Our mums, aunties, grandmothers and special
people were invited to come into the room for a play and some delicious Lemonade scones. The children were so
excited to celebrate with our visitors. They showed them around our room and told them about all about what
they enjoy doing at kinder each session.
Next up we had a special visit from Holly from Backyard Bees. She brought along with her a wooden observation
hive with many honey bees busily working away inside in their colony. She demonstrated the different bee
keeping tools she uses and the suit she wears. Of course , we couldn’t learn about bees without tasty some honey
too!
The theme of discussion was focused on what makes up a hive, the bee lifecycle and how the bees make honey.
We also spent plenty of time talking about how the bees help our environment, why they are so important in our
food systems and sustainability and how to respond and behave around bees in our natural play spaces.
Following on from our visit, we have engaging in directed drawing with the children. This is where the teacher
draws something onto the large whiteboard and the children are encouraged to copy along to recreate the same
drawing in their drawing book. The children drew a picture of a Bee. They all did such an amazing job with
including all the details such as the bee’s body (abdomen), wings, stinger, antennae, legs and stripes.
This term we have been fortunate enough to start our library sessions with Catherine. The children each week
will be participating in a variety of activities out in the library area and will have the opportunity to select a
storybook to borrow for one week, which is due back each Friday.
Our current focus in our group is based recognising numbers with our play and enviroment. We have begun doing
this by playing dice games during group time such as Kings and Queens, Number Bingo and Race to Ten. The
children are eager to join in these games and it is a great opportunity to assist them to learn their numbers.
Until next time, if you have any questions about our educational program or queries about your child, please feel
free to make a time to speak with us 😊
Amanda and Priti
group?

Murrum
What’s happening with the Joey group?
Wominjeka Joey Families,
Just wondering if you have heard the exciting news that we have a new water pump? This means that the
children will have access to water at all times to enhance their play in the sand pit and mud patch and to look
after our garden. We go outdoors each session - rain or shine and encourage messy play so expect that they may
come home a little dirtier than when they walked in for the day, it’s all in the name of FUN!
Since our visit from Holly’s Backyard Bees the children have shown an interest in learning more about them,
showing a deeper understanding of of the role that they play in our environment and their lifecycle. We are also
delving into indigenous culture where the children are reciting an acknowledgment of country each session and
are learning about the aboriginal flag , their traditions and the meaning of Reconciliation.
We are currently focusing on the children’s independence and problem solving skills where we are encouraging
them to give tasks a go and really persevere before asking for help from a friend or teacher. Anything from
completing a tricky task to putting on and zipping up their jackets which is a skill we are currently practicing. You
can support your child by giving them responsibility to make choices and attempt tasks for themselves as this will
not only build upon their self esteem but will give them a sense of achievement.
We have been exposing the children to their names where we are practising for them to not only recognise their
name but to learn how to write their name. There are many opportunities for the children to learn how to
recognise their name through daily experiences such as, finding their name at the start of each session and using
their name cards during activities and transitions. Writing their names will be a gradual process for some children
as they learn how to manage to hold a pencil correctly and establish their hand preference. We will be practising
how to draw shapes to assist them in then being able to eventually form letters.
One of the highlights this term, has to have been our Ladies Morning Tea. It was so special to see all of our
Mum’s, Grandmothers, Aunties and Sisters come along to kinder for a scone and play.

Lastly, thank you for filling out our family feedback sheet. Your input is so valuable to us and we use this to inform
our learning experiences and program.
If you have any questions or concerns about your child’s progress, please feel free to make a time to have a chat.
Catherine, Bianca and Jess

Gawa
What’s happening with the Echidna group?
Wominjeka Gawa Families,
We’ve had a wonderful start to Term 2. We feel the most enjoyable part has been observing the children build
and cement their connections with their peers. This is an important social milestone for children and allows for
many life long skills to start forming such as; empathy, negotiating, listening, sharing, resilience and
connectedness to name a few. We look forward to watching them continue to flourish.
There’s been a few introductions this term that involve our families. Every child has now had a turn at bringing
home our Storybook Activity Bags. We know the children get very excited when it’s their turn but we’d also love
to hear from you and your experience with these within your home. Have a chat to us next time at drop off or
pick up. The other one you’ve noticed is our book borrowing from our library sessions with Catherine. The
children have shown such a strong interest during library, looking forward to it every week. We’ve got some very
keen readers who really take their time to choose the perfect book. We hope you’re enjoying reading these
together at home.
Have you noticed your child occasionally coming home a little wet? Chances are they’ve been busy with our new
water pump! We’re all so excited to have one and are excited about all the new science, math and sensory
concepts the children are learning in the name of fun. We have some wet weather overalls but putting your child
in gum boots would be great.
This term we also had our Holly’s Backyard Bees incursion. Such a terrific experience learning about the
importance of bees in our environment, being safe around bees and the inner workings of a bee colony. We also
got to try some delicious honey.
Did your children come home and tell you about our first cooking experience? We made sandwiches, yummy and
healthy salad sandwiches. Children helped with the preparation, buttered their bread, chose their toppings and
cut their sandwich. We have many more cooking experiences planned, the next one being damper.
We’ve got a busy few weeks ahead with a big focus on Indigenous culture, tying in with National Reconciliation
Week. The theme is Be Brave, Make Change. Our goal is to have our Gawa children aware of Aboriginal culture
and the importance of respecting Country and yarning.
We would love to give a special mention to all the fabulous women that came to celebrate Mothers Day. After a
tricky couple of years it was such a joy to have you all in to share in our terrific environment.
Alan, Kylie & Cara
• Arriving on time is important to ensure children are
not missing out on our first group time which often
includes intentional teaching, songs and going
through our schedule and calendar.
• With the weather becoming cool, please ensure
children have appropriate warm clothing. Beanies
and gum boots are great.
• No home toys are to be brought to kinder please

What’s happening with the Rosella group?
Wominjeka Rosella families,

We have had a wonderful start to term 2 with many children settling back into the routines of kinder with great
enthusiasm. Children have started building relationships with their teachers and more importantly their peers,
becoming more confident and building resilience with each other.
Children have started exploring the new term play spaces, many enjoying the arts and crafts table, lego building
and the climbing frames being the most popular outdoors. You may have also noticed that your child may be
coming home a little wet occasionally this is because kinder has been lucky enough to have a new water pump
installed in our yard. Children have been exploring this amazing set up with so much fun and learning being
achieved. We kindly ask that you remember to pack a change of clothes and even a spare pair of shoes or
gumboots for your child to continue exploring in this space at kinder.
This term we have been very lucky to have an incursion attend kinder with Rhythm Joe visiting. Children were
introduced to musical terms such as rhythm, beat and tempo, children even got the chance to have their own
turn on a drum kit. It was a big hit!!!
Our Mother’s Day event was such a touching experience, it was so fabulous to be able to finally share our kinder
environment with the ones we love. It was so warming to see all the happy little faces on the children and the
positivity beaming from all our amazing loved ones. So thank you for such a wonderful experience.
Please if you have any questions or concerns please don’t hesitate to have a quick chat after session or contact
your child's teacher to arrange a time.
Alan, Priti and Cara

• With the weather becoming cooler
please ensure your child has
appropriate warm clothing. Beanies and
gumboots are a great idea.
• Please we ask that children do not bring
toys from home to kinder its
devastating to see little faces so upset if
one of their own toys gets lost or
broken, we have an abundance of
resources for your child to engage with
at EVK.

What’s happening with the Kookaburra group?
Hello Kookaburra families,
Firstly we want to say how lovely it was to have all of the children’s special ladies come and join us for some afternoon tea
and a play, we hope you enjoyed it as much as we did.

So far this term we have had a visit from Rhythm Fun, where the children used a variety of instruments, played along and
danced to different songs while exploring musical concepts, it was a big ‘hit’! In a few weeks time we will have Jack and
Molly’s puppet show joining us for their Caterpillars, Clotheslines and Cubbyhouse show.
We have been super busy exploring a variety of sensory experiences including sand, water and paint. The children have loved
getting messy and expressing themselves through different types of play. This has assisted in developing relationships
amongst the children where we have been modelling turn taking, sharing and listening concepts.
Our current focus with the group is developing their self help skills, in particular opening /closing their snack containers,
unpacking/packing their bag and putting their jackets on. This is something that could also be also encouraged at home
where the children could be practising how to put their jacket on and helping pack their bag for their kinder day – especially
trying to fit in their lunchbox and drink bottle.

Winter is here and although it can get pretty chilly, we go outdoors each session. Don’t forget to pack a beanie, raincoat and
gumboots so they can stay warm and most importantly - jump in puddles!
If you have any questions regarding your child’s progress, please feel free to make a time to have a chat with us.
Catherine, Kylie, Div and Jess

What is Compass? Compass is a communication tool
that we use at Epping Views Kindergarten which
allows parents and carers to access up -to-date
information.
Compass includes many different features, including
the ability to:
• Book parent-teacher interviews
• Receive your child’s goals and progress
communication (commencing term 2)
• Online excursion consent
• Accept invitations to events To avoid missing out
on important information and events, please use
your login details that were emailed to you at the
end of last year to access Compass. If you have
misplaced your login details, please see your child’s
teacher.

We ask that when it is your child's birthday that
you do not send in any lolly bags or food to
share with the other children.
We suggest that if you would like your child to
hand something to each child in their group
that you could bring bubbles, pencils,
matchbox car, hair ties, notebook, stickers etc.

Nude food is food that has no or is no longer in its packaging. Nude food reduces
the amount of waste that gets sent to landfill. Each year a child’s lunch box can
generate 30kgs of litter, times that by the amount of children we have at EVK and
that is a whopping 6600kg of rubbish per year.
As part of our kinder program we educate the children about sustainability and
waste
management. We use our three recycling bins to separate our
rubbish as well as our compost bin and worm farm to dispose of food scraps.
Teaching children about such things at an early age promotes these positive habits
to carry on throughout their schooling and later in life.
Please remember to send your child’s snacks in containers with no wrappers. This
includes cling wrap on their sandwiches and yoghurt containers.
Thank you for your support in making our world clean and green!

Epping Views Primary School is collecting
donations for our play pod. What is a play
pod? Play Pod is a purpose-built shed
filled with all sorts of spare parts, factory
offcuts, wooden planks and other
materials with which children can let their
imaginations run wild.
Some items that could donated:
• Piping and tubing
• Wooden spools
• Tubs
• Material (leather)
Just to name a few.
Epping Views Kindergarten frequently use
the Play Pod as part of our program. If
you have something you can donate or
work for a company that could supply
larger items please let Casey know.

Play and Learn
-

Are you a mum, dad, grandparent or carer?
Do you have a child under 3 years of age?
Would you like to meet families in your local area?

TUESDAY 10:30am – 12:00pm (except school holidays)
EPPING VIEWS FAMILY & COMMUNITY CENTRE
15 LYNDARUM DRIVE, EPPING NORTH
Please join us!
Come along to chat, play and meet new friends.
Find out about programs, play groups and other events for you
and your family in the area.
No bookings required. For more information, contact
Epping View Kindergarten on 8405 3227

